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March 13, 2020
Dear LEARN Community,

| am writing to inform you that all LEARN schools and programs will be closed until further notice effective immediately.
At a minimum, schools will be closed for two weeks. Please be aware that as guidance is updated, this may need to be
extended.

On the advice of our local health departments, the school superintendents in southeastern Connecticut have come
together to make a decision to put the health of our community (both our school community and the community at
large) at the center of our decision to close schools. We have been advised by local health authorities that the
implementation of social distancing measures is a proven science-based intervention that has been shown to reduce the
morbidity and mortality associated with communicable disease outbreaks. In the past, communities in which schools
closed were able to positively impact and reduce the spread of disease. We felt compelled to make this decision to
prevent the spread of illness among our students, staff, and our communities.

We also clearly heard that we cannot confirm that this illness will run its course in two weeks, in fact, it is not likely that
it will. We made the determination to make this closure “indefinite” based on that information. This decision was made
in consultation with and with the support of the health departments, elected officials and emergency management
professionals.

There has been much discussion about the concept of distance learning during prolonged absences. At this time the
Connecticut State Department of Education has discouraged districts from utilizing this approach due to concerns over
instructional consistency (especially in the early grades), equity of access both intra-district and inter-district, disruption
of special education services, and multiple employee contractual issues. We will continue, during this school closing, to
seek ways to provide supplemental education to our students. Should we be able to utilize a distance learning model,
we will notify parents, students, and staff members of how this will be implemented.

At this time, we have no other information to share but will continue to communicate as we receive updated guidance
from our public health officials, the CDC, and state officials. Please continue to monitor your email to ensure receipt of
the most current information.

Sincerely,

Kate Ericson
Executive Director, LEARN

44 Hatchetts Hill Road, Old Lyme, CT 06371 ¥ (860) 434-4800 « FAX (860) 434-4837 ~ ¥ Katherine Ericson, Executive Director



-~

E\wa
LEARN

Innovate « Collaborate * Serve

13 de marzo de 2020
Estimada comunidad LEARN:

Les escribo para informarles que todas las escuelas y programas de LEARN estaran cerrados hasta nuevo aviso efectivo
inmediatamente. Como minimo, las escuelas estardn cerradas por dos semanas. Tenga en cuenta que a medida que se
actualiza la guia, es posible que este periodo deba ampliarse.

Siguiendo el consejo de nuestros departamentos de salud locales, los superintendentes escolares en el sureste de
Connecticut se han unido para tomar la decisidn de poner la salud de nuestra comunidad (nuestra comunidad escolar y
la comunidad en general) en el centro de nuestra decisidn de cerrar las escuelas. Las autoridades sanitarias locales nos
han informado que la implementacién de medidas de distanciamiento social es una intervencién cientifica probada que
ha demostrado reducir la morbilidad y la mortalidad asociadas con los brotes de enfermedades transmisibles. En el
pasado, las comunidades en las que cerraron las escuelas pudieron impactar positivamente y reducir la propagacién de
enfermedades. Nos sentimos obligados a tomar esta decisidon para prevenir la propagacion de enfermedades entre
nuestros estudiantes, el personal y nuestras comunidades.

También escuchamos claramente que no podemos confirmar que esta enfermedad se resolverd en dos semanas, de
hecho, no es probable que lo haga. Tomamos la determinacion de hacer este cierre "indefinido" en base a esa
informacién. Esta decisidn se tomé en consulta y con el apoyo de los departamentos de salud, funcionarios electos y
profesionales de gestion de emergencias.

Ha habido mucha discusion sobre el concepto de aprendizaje a distancia durante ausencias prolongadas. En este
momento, el Departamento de Educacién del Estado de Connecticut ha desalentado a los distritos a utilizar este
enfoque debido a las preocupaciones sobre la consistencia de la instruccién (especialmente en los primeros grados), la
igualdad de acceso tanto dentro del distrito como entre distritos, la interrupcién de los servicios de educacién especial y
multiples problemas contractuales de los empleados. Continuaremos buscando, durante este cierre de escuelas, formas
de proporcionar educacién complementaria a nuestros estudiantes. Si debemos utilizar un modelo de aprendizaje a
distancia, notificaremos a los padres, estudiantes y miembros del personal sobre cémo se implementara.

En este momento, no tenemos otra informacion para compartir, pero continuaremos comunicandonos a medida que
recibamos direcciones actualizadas de nuestros funcionarios de salud publica, de CDC y de funcionarios estatales.
Continde monitoreando su correo electrénico para garantizar que reciba de la informaciéon mas actualizada.

Sinceramente,

Kate Ericson
Directora Ejecutiva de LEARN
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